


Study in Scotland

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduce yourself and what you will speak about.

You will speak about factors to consider when choosing a university and course and then go on to speak about studying in Scotland specifically and highlight some of the differences between university in Scotland compared to elsewhere.

Scotland is a great place for students with really vibrant cities, beautiful countryside, a great music/culture scene and excellent sporting facilities. Students come from all over the world to study in Scotland and Scottish students are extremely friendly so you’re sure to fit right in.



Why study in Scotland?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are some stereotypical images of Scotland but there’s a lot more to it. Vibrant cities, beautiful countryside, excellent sporting facilities, great music/culture scene and lots of festivals (music, food, comedy, international). 

Scottish inventions: Dolly the sheep, JK Rowling, Andy Murray, Penicillin, the bionic hand, the television



Universities in Scotland

University of 
Highlands and Island

University of Glasgow
University of Strathclyde

University of the West of Scotland
Glasgow Caledonian University

University of Edinburgh
Heriot-Watt University
Edinburgh Napier University 
Queen Margaret University

University of Dundee
University of Abertay Dundee
University of St Andrews

University of Aberdeen
Robert Gordon University

University of Stirling



• Over 500 years of higher education 
excellence

• Internationally recognised and accepted 
qualifications

• Very high quality of teaching and research
• An international community
• Safe, welcoming and friendly society
• Fifth highest spend per capita on education 

in the world

Why study in Scotland?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
3 of the 5 oldest unis in the UK are Scottish (Oxford and Cambridge are the oldest) (Glasgow, St Andrews and Aberdeen)



Tuition fees at
Aberdeen

• Tuition fees for students from outside of 
the UK beginning studies with us in 2020 
will generally be between £18,000 and 
£23,000 per year for a Masters

• This compares to between £23,000 and 
£30,000 at some other UK universities

• PhDs cost approximately £20,000 per year



Which university?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although choosing your academic subject should be the most important aspect when choosing your university course, you do also have to think a lot about the University too and there are a lot of factors to take into consideration.

This will be expanded upon in future slides.




Which university: Location

• Stay at home?

• Go home in term time?

• City or country location?

• City or campus? 

• Cost of living?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You have a lot of choice!
For a start, you have to think about the location of the University. Do you want to be able to stay at home and commute to university? Would you prefer to be further away and immerse yourself in a new place? And if you are further away from home have you looked into how easy it is for you to travel home for the holidays- are there good train or bus routes?
Do you prefer to be in a city or country location?



Which university: Size
Big university in a big city: 
• University of Edinburgh (33,000 students)

Medium sized university in a medium city:
• University of Aberdeen (14,500 students) 

Out of town campus: 
University of Stirling (11,000 students)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You then have to think about the university campus.

Edinburgh and Manchester are examples of big universities in big cities. Bear in mind there’s usually more than one university in cities of this size – both Manchester and Edinburgh have over 100,000 students in the city.

Aberdeen and York are examples of medium sized universities in medium sized cities with picturesque campuses close to the city centre.

On the other hand Stirling University and Lancaster Universities are examples of smaller universities in out of town campuses. At Stirling Uni everything is in the one location - it’s a complete student village with teaching, accommodation, sport and recreation all on one site. 



• Computing

• Library

• Sports

• Leisure

• Accommodation

Which university: 
Facilities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Universities all differ in the facilities they provide.  E.g. University of Aberdeen has its Sir Duncan Rice Library, Aberdeen Sports Village

Make sure your university choices cater for any hobbies you want to continue. Will the library suit you in terms of opening hours? And style?





• Study Abroad

• Clubs, societies and 
sport

• Studying

• Welfare and support

• Part-time work

• Student nightlife

Which university: 
Student life

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student life and student experience can also differ across different universities. These are some of the ways in which they could differ.

Study Abroad can vary. In Aberdeen you would typically take this in second year and switch your course at Aberdeen for a course at another university.

Clubs and societies can vary and even change at a single institution as student body changes annually. Check out what is on offer if you would like to keep on with a particular hobby.

Study environment can vary and provision for study will vary.

Welfare and support systems vary. For e.g. Aberdeen has a personal tutor system.

Part time work can differ. Plentiful in Aberdeen and students are permitted to do part time work. Some universities won’t permit it or it could be more difficult to find.

Student nightlife varies, especially with size of city. Check this out if it is important to you.



• Check whether there is 
guaranteed 
accommodation

• Check if they have catered 
and self-catered options

• Accommodation office

• Residents assistants

Which university: 
Accommodation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Research your accommodation options. You generally have a lot of choice.

In Aberdeen there are many options: catered/self catered, ensuite/shared bathroom

Hillhead Halls of Residence is a student village with 2000+ bedrooms and were most of our first years are accommodated. There is a community kitchen and communal facilities including a big screen room and pool tables etc and a student bar.



Check what’s available, such as:

• Personal Tutor

• Medical Practice

• Chaplaincy

• Counselling Service

Which university: 
Student support

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student support can also vary.

All students in Aberdeen get allocated a personal tutor who is available throughout their degree to help with any pastoral issues that arise.

We have a Medical Practice close to campus to assist when students are ill.

There is a multi-faith Chaplaincy for students of all faiths and none.

Free counselling service for all staff and students – neutral, confidential ear.

Student Support offers many services including Disability Support to ensure all students have an equal opportunity to gain maximum benefit from their university experience. 

Careers Service – for life, providing advice, information on Careers fairs, jobs, CV writing, interview skills etc.

Job link is run by AUSA and advertises student-friendly employers and job opportunities.



Which university: 
Employment prospects

• Scottish universities have excellent 
employment prospects

• Scotland has a higher grad 
employment rate than the other 
regions of the UK – currently 90% 
in employment or further study 
within 6 months. 

• Aberdeen City - one of the highest 
starting salaries in UK

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Scotland has a higher grad employment rate than the other regions of the UK – currently 90% in employment or further study within 6 months. It also has the highest graduate starting salary in the UK, £22,000.

The University of Aberdeen is extremely proud of its employability rates and it’s commitment to employability is evidenced through participation in the Star Award and Graduate Attributes that all teaching staff ascribe to.

The Times Higher Education has ranked us in the top 10 for graduate employability.

And we have one of the highest starting salaries in Scotland.



• Rainfall is heavily exaggerated
• Less annual rainfall in Edinburgh than in 

Bristol, Bath and Exeter and similar to 
Brighton (metoffice.gov.uk)

• Aberdeen has less annual rainfall than 
Devon and Cornwall (metoffice.gov.uk)  

Weather in Scotland



• Most of Scotland’s cities have a mean 
temperature of around 9 ᵒc compared with 
the highest UK mean of 11 ᵒC 
(metoffice.gov.uk)

• 4 ᵒC average temperature in Aberdeen in 
January

Why study in Scotland?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
3 of the 5 oldest unis in the UK are Scottish (Oxford and Cambridge are the oldest) (Glasgow, St Andrews and Aberdeen)
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