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Alternative Assessments during the Coronavirus (COVID19) Outbreak 
In line with our current General Regulations, the University may offer you alternative assessments where 
necessary. This includes holding online timed assessments in place of written examinations, which are 
usually held at examination centres. Please note that this statement replaces any published information 
relating to assessments or written examinations in any of our materials including the website. Previously 
published materials relating to examinations should therefore be read in conjunction with this statement.  

The University of London continues to work towards supporting the academic progression of all its 
students. The University also continues to be mindful of the health and wellbeing of its students during this 
pandemic, whilst protecting the academic standards of its awards.  
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SHORT COURSE MODULE SPECIFICATION 
 

Aca d e m ic Ye a r  (s t u d e n t  
coh or t  cove re d  b y 
sp e cifica t ion ) 

2021-22 

Mod u le  Cod e  PCM100 

Mod u le  Tit le  Postgradua te  Professiona l Deve lopm ent course  in  
Pharm acoep idem iology and  Pharm acovigilance  

Mod u le  Orga n ise r (s ) Lu igi Pa lla  and  Ange l Wong 

Fa cu lt y Ep idem iology and  Popula tion  Health  
London  School of Hygiene  & Trop ica l Medicine  

FHEQ Le ve l Leve l 7 

Cre d it  Va lu e   CATS 30 
ECTS 15 

HECoS Cod e   n /a  

Mod e  o f De live ry Distance  Learn ing 

Mod e  o f St u d y Directed  se lf-study, th rough  online  m ate ria ls via  the  Virtua l 
Learn ing Environm ent 

La n gu a ge  o f St u d y English  

Pre -Re q u is it e s  None  

Accre d it a t ion  b y 
Pro fe ss ion a l St a t u t o ry 
a n d  Re gu la t o ry Bod y 

None  

Mod u le  Ca p  (Ma xim u m  
n u m b e r  o f s t u d e n t s ) 

None  

Ta rge t  Au d ie n ce   If you  a re  working in  the  pharm aceu tica l industry or the  d rug 
regu la tory au thoritie s then  th is course  m ay be  of in te rest to  
you . 

Mod u le  De scr ip t ion  This course  covers the  fundam enta ls of 
pharm acoep idem iology, its conduct, p ractica l uses and  
lim ita tions in  de te rm in ing the  e ffects of m edica tions in  la rge  

http://www.lshtm.ac.uk/eph/
http://www.lshtm.ac.uk/eph/
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groups of peop le . The  sta tistica l basis underp inn ing 
pharm acoep idem iology will a lso  be  in troduced , stim ula ting 
studen ts to  in tegra te  sta tistics and  ep idem iology to  ga in  
com petence  in  critica lly appra ising pharm acoep idem iology 
stud ies. Furthe r, key e lem ents of pharm acovigilance  and  its 
basis with in  d rug regu la tion  will be  p resented  and , with in  the  
risk m anagem ent e lem ents of the  course , studen ts will ga in  
insight in to  how pharm acoep idem iology and  
pharm acovigilance  a re  com bined  in  the  investiga tion  of the  
e ffects of m edicines.  

Du ra t ion  Students m ay access the  on line  study m ate ria ls a t any tim e  
from  1 Novem ber and  work through  the  m ate ria l un til the  
sta rt of the  June  exam ina tions. 
Tu toria l support for th is d istance  learn ing m odule  is ava ilab le  
from  the  beginning of Novem ber th rough to  the  end  of May.  

En t r a n ce  r e q u ir e m e n t s  Applican ts will norm ally have  a  science , b iom edica l or 
b iosta tistica l background , hold  a  second-class honours 
degree  of a  United  Kingdom  un iversity (or equ iva len t) in  a  
science , m edica l, sta tistica l or re la ted  sub ject (e .g. b io logica l 
sciences, chem istry, physics, m edicine , den tistry, pharm acy, 
sta tistics) and  will have  som e experience  in  the  a rea . 
However, p revious experience  will be  taken  in to  account in  a ll 
cases (e .g. working in  a  pharm aceu tica l com pany or d rug 
regu la tory au thority for a t least six m onths, in  a  scien tific 
ro le ). 

St u d e n t  se le ct ion  Students will be  se lected  based  on  m ee ting the  en trance  
requ irem ents specified  above . Th is m odule  is ava ilab le  to  be  
stud ied  by studen ts who are  in te rested  in  studying a  
Postgradua te  Professiona l Deve lopm ent course  in  
Pharm acovigilance  and  Pharm acoep idem iology.  
Th is m odule  is a lso  open  to  LSHTM research  degree  studen ts. 

Fe e s  The  fee  for th is short course  will be  £4,260 in  2021-2022 
payab le  in  one  insta lm ent to  the  University of London  prior 
to  the  sta rt of the  course . 

La s t  Re vise d  (e .g. ye a r  
ch a n ge s  a p p rove d ) 

Novem ber 2020 
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Mod u le  Aim  a n d  In t e n d e d  Le a rn in g Ou t com e s 

Ove ra ll a im  o f t h e  m od u le   

The  overa ll m odule  a im  is to :  
• equ ip  studen ts with  a  basic understand ing of the  concep ts and  p ractice  of 

pharm acoep idem iology and  pharm acovigilance , and  to  app ly these  skills to  a  
curren tly unresolved  d rug safe ty issue . 

 

Mod u le  In t e n d e d  Le a rn in g Ou t com e s 

Upon  successfu l com ple tion  of the  m odule  a  studen t will be  ab le  to :  
1. be  ab le  to  dem onstra te  an  understand ing and  critica lly eva lua te  issues su rrounding 

the  risks and  benefits of d rug use  in  hum ans including the  cause , m anifesta tions and  
consequences of adverse  d rug e ffects (ADEs), the  m anner in  which  these  a re  
de tected  and  m onitored , and  the  re la ted  h istoric and  lega l fram eworks; 

2. be  ab le  to  understand  and  critica lly com pare  fundam enta l sta tistica l, econom ic and  
ep idem iologica l concep ts and  m ethods; 

3. gain  an  understand ing of and  re flect critica lly upon  im portan t 
pharm acoep idem iologica l concep ts and  m ethods and  how these  m ethods can  be  
app lied  to  specific d rug issues; 

4. be  ab le  to  asse ss and  critica lly ana lyse  the  resu lts of pharm acoep idem iologica l 
stud ies, includ ing critica l appra isa l of the  study question , study design , m e thods and  
conduct, sta tistica l ana lyses and  in te rp re ta tion ; 

5. understand  how new m edicines a re  asse ssed  for the ir cost-e ffectiveness as we ll as 
e fficacy and  safe ty, be fore  be ing recom m ended  for use ; 

6. be  ab le  to  use  the  techn iques and  approaches covered  in  the  taugh t e lem ent of the  
m odule , p lus the ir own experience , to  eva lua te  issues p resen ted  to  them  in  the  
form at of a  p roject, and , where  re levan t, deve lop  recom m endations for the  best 
op tion  or op tions. 
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Indicative Syllabus 

Te a ch in g a n d  Le a rn in g 

No t ion a l Le a rn in g Hou r s  

Typ e  o f Le a rn in g Tim e  Nu m b e r  o f Hou r s  Exp re sse d  a s  Pe rce n t a ge  
(%) 

Directed  se lf-study 100 33% 
Se lf-d irected  learn ing 60 20% 
Assessm ent, review and  revision   140 47% 
To t a l 300 100% 

 

Te a ch in g a n d  Le a rn in g St r a t e gy 

Learn ing is se lf-d irected  aga inst a  de ta iled  se t of lea rn ing ob jectives using the  m ate ria ls 
p rovided . Students a re  strongly encouraged  to  participa te  in  the  m odule-specific 
d iscussions and  rea l-tim e  tu toria ls ava ilab le  on  Moodle  to  ob ta in  tu tor support, and  to  
m ake  use  of LSHTM online  lib ra ry resources. In  add ition , written  feedback is p rovided  on  
subm itted  assignm ents. 
 
For the  project, lea rn ing is se lf-d irected  aga inst a  de ta iled  se t of lea rn ing ob jectives using 
the  m ate ria ls p rovided . The  course  tu tors will p rovide  gu idance  and  feedback th rough  the  
re levan t forum s. They a re  not the re  to  re - exp la in  concep ts covered  in  the  m odule , to  teach  
extra  m ateria l, or to  proof- read  m ate ria l tha t will be  subm itted  for assessm ent. 
Additiona lly the  course  tu tors will p rovide  feedback on  a  b rie f written  subm ission  m idway 
th rough  the  p roject. 
 
In  particu la r, the  p roject will requ ire  about 100 hours, approxim ate ly d ivided  as fo llows: 
 
Se lf-d irected  learn ing (Project only) 
Background  read ing: 4 hours  
Note -m aking/consolida tion : 32 hours  
Online  (Moodle ) d iscussions: 4 hours  
 
Assessm ent, review, revision  (Project only) 
Prepara tion  and  writing of in te rim  sum m ary/Report: 50 hours 
Student-led  academ ic advise r gu idance  and  feedback: 10 hours 
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Assessment  

Asse ssm e n t  St r a t e gy 

During the course  there  are  a  num ber of form ative assessm ents including exercises, 
interactive  workshops and exam  practices. These assessm ents are  aim ed to m onitor the  
study progress of the  students; therefore , they do not contribute  to the  final m ark of the  
course .  
 
The  sum m ative  assessm ent is conducted via an  unseen written exam ination and  a  p roject. 
The  unseen  written  exam ina tion  com prises two parts – one  short-answer exam ina tion  (75% 
of the  unseen  exam ina tion  grade) and  one  m ultip le -choice  exam ina tion  (25% of the  unseen  
exam ina tion  grade). This exam ina tion  will com prise  60% of the  fina l m ark for the  m odule . 
The  project will m ake  up  40% of the  final m ark for the  m odu le . The  project report will be  
judged  on  the  students’ apprecia tion  of the  issues, the ir ability to  m ake  a  critica l eva lua tion  
of the  evidence , and  the  appropria teness and  justifica tion  of the ir recom m endations.  
 
Both  the  unseen  exam ina tion  and  the  project need  to  be  passed  with  a  grade  of 50% or 
m ore  in  order to  pass the  m odu le . 

Su m m a t ive  Asse ssm e n t  

Asse ssm e n t  Typ e   
 

Asse ssm e n t  Le n gt h  (i.e . 
Word  Count, Length  of 
p resen ta tion  in  m inutes) 

We igh t in g 
(%) 

In t e n d e d  Mod u le  
Le a rn in g Ou t com e s  
Te s t e d  

Exam   One  short-answer 
exam ina tion  (75%) and  
one  m ultip le -choice  
exam ina tion  (25%). 

60% 1,2,3,4 and  5 

Project 4,000 words 40% 1,2,3,4 and  6 
 



  
 

Module  Specifica tion  2021-22 – PCM100 
6 

 

The  unseen  exam ination  for th is m odule , PCM100, will coincide  with  the  written  
exam ina tions for the  in -house  LSHTM PEPI course , which  a re  he ld  once  a  year, in  June  
(including resits). 
 
Exam ina tions will be  taken  in  a  studen t’s coun try of re sidence , in  one  of over 650 
exam ina tion  cen tres worldwide  (a rranged  m ain ly th rough  Min istrie s of Educa tion  or the  
British  Council).  
 
A list of exam ina tion  cen tres can  be  found he re . 
 
A loca l fee  will be  payab le  d irect to  the  exam ina tion  cen tre . Th is fee  is in  add ition  to  the  
course /m odule  fee  and  is se t by, and  pa id  d irectly to , the  ind ividua l exam ina tion  cen tres. 
The  leve l of loca l exam ina tion  cen tre  fees varies across the  world  and  ne ithe r the  University 
of London  nor the  LSHTM have  any con trol over the  fee  am ount. 
 
For the  project the re  a re  two m ilestones to  be  m et: 
February: Subm ission  of a  b rie f in te rim  sum m ary of work on  the  p roject 
May: Subm ission  of the  fina l p roject report. 

 

Re s it t in g a sse ssm e n t   

Resits will accord  with  the  LSHTM’s Resits Policy 

 
  

https://london.ac.uk/current-students/examinations/examination-centres
https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/sites/default/files/Academic_Manual_Chapter_8a_2019-20.pdf
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Re sou rce s  
 

In d ica t ive  r e a d in g lis t  

Papers: 
Colom a PM e t a l, Postm arke ting Safe ty Surve illance , Drug Sa f (2013) 36:183-197 
Lindquist M, The  need  for de fin itions in  Pharm acovigilance , Drug Sa f (2007), 30: 825-830 
Rothm an  KJ, Six pe rsisten t re search  m isconcep tions, J Gen Intern Med (2014) Ju l;29(7):1060-4 
Videos: 
How does the  NHS in  England  work  
Drug discovery and development process (Australia)  
Drug Discovery and  deve lopm ent process (USA) 
 

Ot h e r  r e sou rce s  

A m ixture  of teaching m odes will be  used , including: 

1. Electron ic in te ractive  m ate ria ls provided  th rough the  School’s on line  learn ing site , 
Moodle . Mate ria ls will include  fu lly in te ractive  se lf-d irected  sessions on  each  top ic, 
aud io/video lectu res and  case  study vigne tte s, a  com pendium  of key re fe rences 
(re levan t papers and  reports pub lished  in  the  last 5 years). These  will be  upda ted  yearly 
to  cap ture  up -to-da te  knowledge  and  deba tes. The  m ate ria ls are  se lf-exp lana tory and  
include  guidance  on  the ir use . Studen ts will a lso  access o the r on line  m ateria ls, 
participa te  in  m odu le- specific discussion  forum s, rea l-tim e /recorded  Collabora te  
tu toria l sessions and  access the  LSHTM online  lib ra ry resources. 

2. In te ractive  even ts with  key experts on  specific top ics or to  m ark m ilestones in  the  
teaching program m e, on line  discussions and  webinars. 

The  Module  Organiser and  tu tors use  Moodle  as the ir p rim ary m eans of com m unica tion  
with  studen ts and  use  it to  m ake  availab le  a  range  of m ate ria ls for studying the  m odule . 
Studen ts a re  a lso  encouraged  to  participa te  in  m odule-specific d iscussions on  Moodle ; 
m ake  use  of the  on line  library facilitie s and  will be  required  to  subm it assignm ents via  an  
on line  assignm ent m anagem ent system . 

Studen ts will be  provided  with  a ll the  m ate ria l required  for the  p roject a t the  sta rt of the  
m odu le . They a re  not required  to  do any fu rthe r lite ra tu re  searches or use  add itiona l 
m ateria l, bu t m ay supp lem ent the  m ate ria l if they wish . 

 
  

https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/audio-video/how-does-nhs-in-england-work
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bmftXTdBbY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Gl0gAcW8rw
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Te a ch in g fo r  Disa b ilit ie s  a n d  Le a rn in g Diffe re n ce s  
 
The  m odule -specific site  on  Moodle  provides studen ts with  access to  the  m odule  learn ing 
m ate ria ls and  on line  read ing list (con ta in ing both  essen tia l and  recom m ended  readings), 
and  additiona l re sources including supp lem entary exercises and  optiona l lectu re  
record ings (where  appropria te ).  All m ate ria ls posted  up  on  Moodle  a reas, including 
com pute r-based  sessions, have  been  m ade  accessib le  where  possib le .   
The  LSHTM Moodle  has been  m ade  accessib le  to  the  widest possib le  aud ience , using a  VLE 
tha t a llows for up  to  300% zoom , pe rm its naviga tion  via  keyboard  and  use  of speech  
recognition  software , and  tha t a llows listen ing th rough  a  screen  reader.   
For students with  specia l needs, reasonab le  ad justm ents and  support can  be  a rranged  – 
de ta ils and  how to  request support can  be  found  on  the  University of London  Worldwide  
website . 

 

https://london.ac.uk/applications/how-it-works/inclusive-practice-access-arrangements

	Alternative Assessments during the Coronavirus (COVID19) Outbreak
	Module Aim and Intended Learning Outcomes
	Teaching and Learning
	Notional Learning Hours



	SHORT COURSE MODULE SPECIFICATION
	Academic Year (student cohort covered by specification)
	Module Code
	Module Title
	Module Organiser(s)
	Faculty
	FHEQ Level
	Credit Value 
	HECoS Code 
	Mode of Delivery
	Mode of Study
	Language of Study
	Pre-Requisites
	Accreditation by Professional Statutory and Regulatory Body
	Module Cap (Maximum number of students)
	Target Audience 
	Module Description
	Duration
	Entrance requirements
	Student selection
	Fees
	Last Revised (e.g. year changes approved)
	Overall aim of the module 
	Module Intended Learning Outcomes
	Teaching and Learning Strategy
	Assessment Strategy

	Assessment
	Summative Assessment
	Resources
	Teaching for Disabilities and Learning Differences


