
warburg.sas.ac.uk

MA in Art History,
Curatorship and 
Renaissance
Culture



About the degree
The MA in Art History, Curatorship and Renaissance Culture is 
offered by the Warburg Institute in collaboration with the National 
Gallery, London. The programme combines the study of artworks 
and their cultural contexts with high-level linguistic, archive and 
research skills for a new generation of academic art historians and 
museum curators. The art historical and scholarly traditions of the 
Warburg Institute are linked to the practical experience and skills of 
the National Gallery to provide an academic programme which will 
equip students either as academic art historians with serious insight 
into the behind the scenes working of a great museum or as curators 
with the research skills necessary for high-level museum work.

The programme is taught through classes and supervision by 
members of the academic staff of the Warburg Institute and by 
National Gallery curatorial and archival experts. The teaching staff  
of the Warburg Institute are leading academics in their field who 
have published widely and are involved with research related to the 
topics they teach.
This twelve-month, full-time programme provides an introduction to: 

�� �Museum knowledge, which covers aspects of curatorship including the technical 
examination of paintings, connoisseurship, materials and conservation, attribution, 
provenance and issues relating to display.

�� Art history and Renaissance culture to increase students’ understanding of methods 
of analysing the subjects of works of art and their knowledge of Renaissance art 
works and the conditions in which they were commissioned, produced and enjoyed.

�� Current scholarship and professional practice in these areas as well as new and 
emerging areas of research and scholarship.

“The MA in Art History, Curatorship and Renaissance Culture has been a 
remarkable experience that not only introduced me to the outstanding 
tradition of Art History started by Aby Warburg, but also deepened my 
research/curatorial skills and broadened my horizons.”

Gemma Cornetti, class of 2016

“The course has broadened my knowledge and opened up new ideas. The other 
students, all from different backgrounds, have become great friends and helped 
create a stimulating learning environment. The staff, both at the Institute and 
at the National Gallery, are supportive and generous with their time making 
this experience a truly unique one.”

Lorenza Gay, class of 2014
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Degree overview

The MA programme aims to:

�� Foster and develop student knowledge of and research into art, art history and 
curatorship. 

�� Provide linguistic, archive and research skills to enable graduates of the 
programme to research, catalogue and curate works of art held in collections of 
national and international standing.

�� Build understanding of and ability to comment on primary source materials, both 
visual and textual. 

�� Enable students to read academic papers and publications in European languages, 
and to undertake scholarly research at a high level and write up the results in an 
accurate and rigorous way.

�� Help students to acquire a familiarity with the principal sources of information in a 
variety of historical disciplines. 

Structure

The course begins in early October with a Foundation Week, in which students will be 
introduced to the main topics and themes to be covered over the year. 

The course is structured around five related activities:

�� Art history and Renaissance culture

�� Museum knowledge

�� Language, palaeographical and archive skills

�� A dissertation of 15,000 words

�� Participation in the broader intellectual activities of the Warburg Institute and 
National Gallery

All students take three core modules and two elective modules. In addition there is 
a regular series of classes throughout the three terms on Techniques of Scholarship, 
which include description of manuscripts, palaeography, printing in the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries, editing a text, preparation of dissertations and photographic 
images. Students are also encouraged to attend the weekly research seminar and any 
of the other regular seminars held in either Institute that may be of interest to them. 
The third term and summer will be spent in researching and writing a dissertation, 
under the guidance of a supervisor from the academic staff of the Warburg Institute or 
a member of staff from the National Gallery.
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Core modules include language and palaeography classes and are spread over two terms. 
Language training is provided at all levels from beginners to advanced. The optional 
subjects vary from year to year and students must select at least one in an art historical 
field. The following courses are those from which students may select in 2016-17.  
Note: The availability of optional modules will be dependent on student numbers.

Core modules

�� Art History – Image to Action | Dr Joanne Anderson

�� Curating at the National Gallery | Curatorial, conservation and scientific staff of 
the National Gallery, including Dr Susan Foister, Dr Caroline Campbell, Dr Susanna 
Avery-Quash, Mr Larry Keith, Dr Marika Spring and Ms Rachel Billinge

�� Language, Palaeographical and Archive Skills | Various tutors for language/
palaeography, Dr Claudia Wedepohl (The Warburg Institute) and Mr Alan 
Crookham (National Gallery) for archive skills

Optional modules (two to be chosen)

�� The History of the Book in the Renaissance | Dr Raphaële Mouren

�� Imagination, Fantasy and Delusion: Renaissance Philosophy and the  
Challenges of Representation | Dr Guido Giglioni

�� Italian Mural Painting and the Making of Visual Cultures, 1400-1500 |  
Dr Joanne Anderson

�� Maps and Mapping | Dr Alessandro Scafi

�� Renaissance Material Culture | Dr Rembrandt Duits 

�� Sin and Sanctity in the Reformation | Professor Alastair Hamilton
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Teaching, learning and assessment

The usual format for classes is a weekly seminar. All students are required to submit three 
essays of 4,000 words, one at the beginning of the second term and the remaining two 
at the beginning of the third term. The National Gallery module is assessed by a 4,000-
word catalogue entry on a painting in the collection. A dissertation of 15,000 words, on 
a topic agreed by the student and supervisor, has to be submitted by 22 September. The 
course is examined on these five pieces of written work and examinations in language, 
palaeographical and archive skills modules. Students are allocated a course tutor but 
are encouraged to discuss their work with other members of the staff at the Warburg 
Institute and the National Gallery. Because of the small numbers involved (places are 
limited to 12 per year) students have unusually frequent contact, formal and informal, 
with their teachers. 

Course summary

Degree structure
Three compulsory core modules and two additional modules chosen from a range of 
options, plus a dissertation of 15,000 words.

Mode of study
12 months full-time

Fees 2016–17 (please see website for up-to-date fees)
Home and EU Students: £7,090 | Overseas students: £15,250

www.warburg.sas.ac.uk/graduate-studies
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Entry requirements

The normal minimum entry requirement is an upper second-class honours degree 
from a British university, or an equivalent qualification from a foreign institution, in 
any discipline in the humanities which is related to the course. In addition to a good 
knowledge of Art History, especially related to the Renaissance, a reading knowledge 
of one and preferably two European modern languages, apart from English, is required. 
All students whose first language is not English must provide recent evidence that their 
written and spoken English is adequate for postgraduate study. Applications should be 
submitted by 31 July 2017.
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Why choose this degree?

The Warburg Institute is the premier institute in the world for the study of cultural 
history and the role of images in culture. It is cross-disciplinary and global. It is 
concerned with the histories of art and science, and their relationship with superstition, 
magic, and popular beliefs. Its researches are historical, philological and anthropological. 
It is dedicated to the study of the survival and transmission of cultural forms – whether 
in literature, art, music or science – across borders and from the earliest times to the 
present. The Warburg Institute is based at the School of Advanced Study, University of 
London and houses a world-famous library, archive and photographic collection.

The National Gallery houses the UK’s national collection of over 2,300 Western European 
paintings from the 13th to the 19th centuries. Its collection contains famous works, such 
as The Wilton Diptych, Leonardo’s Madonna of the Rocks, van Eyck’s Arnolfini Portrait, 
Velázquez’s Rokeby Venus and Turner’s Fighting Temeraire. The gallery’s aim is to care for 
the collection, to enhance and to study it, while encouraging access to the pictures for 
the education and enjoyment of the widest possible public now and in the future.

In taking this MA with the Warburg Institute and the National Gallery, students will 
have unrivalled access to the best resources and expertise for academic study in 
London. Alongside our official programme we organise visits and training sessions at 
neighbouring institutions, such as the British Museum, Government Art Collection, 
Welcome Trust and British Library, and further afield the V&A, Dulwich Picture Gallery, 
the National Portrait Gallery and the Courtauld Gallery. Students have the opportunity 
to speak with artists, curators and academics, many of whom are Warburg alumni to 
enrich their learning experience and develop research projects.

In addition to the MA programme, there is a varied and exciting range of public lectures, 
conferences, events and talks available to students at the Warburg Institute and National 
Gallery. They have the opportunity to consult and exchange ideas with the community 
of academic art historians who use the Warburg Institute as their base and provide 
access to networks which will support them in their future profession. See the website 
for more details on our annual programme: warburg.sas.ac.uk.

Learn more

For details of entry requirements, tuition fees, funding opportunities, English language 
requirements, disability support, accommodation and how to apply, please consult the 
School graduate study webpages. Detailed course descriptions and information about 
assessment are available on the Institute’s graduate study webpages.

School graduate study webpages:  
www.sas.ac.uk/graduate-study
Institute graduate study webpages: 
www.warburg.sas.ac.uk/graduate-studies
Please note the information in this leaflet is correct at the time of its production in 
November 2016, but the School of Advanced Study, University of London reserves the right 
to alter or withdraw courses and amend other details without prior notice as required.
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The Warburg Institute is the premier institute in the world for the study of cultural history 
and the role of images in culture. It is cross-disciplinary and global. It is concerned with 
the histories of art and science, and their relationship with superstition, magic and popular 
beliefs. Its researches are historical, philological and anthropological. It is dedicated to the 
study of the survival and transmission of cultural forms – whether in literature, art, music 
or science – across borders and from the earliest times to the present. In setting out the 
historical, psychological, anthropological and political dimensions of art and culture, the 
work of Aby Warburg underlines the continuing relevance of the humanities today.

The National Gallery houses the UK’s national collection of over 2,300 Western European 
paintings from the 13th to the 19th centuries. Its collection contains such famous works as 
van Eyck’s Arnolfini Portrait, Velázquez’s Rokeby Venus, Turner’s Fighting Temeraire and Van 
Gogh’s Sunflowers. The gallery’s aim is to care for the collection, to enhance and to study it, 
while encouraging access to the pictures for the education and enjoyment of the widest 
possible public now and in the future.

The School of Advanced Study is the UK’s national centre for the support and promotion 
of research in the humanities. Located at the heart of the University of London in 
Bloomsbury, the School provides an unrivalled scholarly community in which to pursue 
postgraduate study and research. Students learn from leading specialists in their fields, 
hone their research skills in highly regarded training programmes, expand their knowledge 
through an extensive calendar of events, and become part of a worldwide network of 
humanities scholars. Funding opportunities include AHRC-sponsored London Arts and 
Humanities Partnership studentships, SAS studentships, and a number of subject-specific 
bursaries and awards. 

For further information on the range 
of programmes we offer, please visit 
our website or contact us at:

School of Advanced Study 
Senate House 
Malet Street 
London WC1E 7HU 
United Kingdom

E: registry@sas.ac.uk 
T: +44 (0)20 7862 8834 
sas.ac.uk

Follow us on:

twitter.com/ 
@warburg_news


